THE BRIEF

The clients had only recently completed building their
new home, so the front garden looked unfinished from
both levels inside the home and when arriving at the
front door.

A large gum tree had been butchered by a tree
lopper and dominated the area. Ritz Exterior Design's
brief was to provide some “wow factor” when entering
the front yard and from the street to complement the
existing fence and front facade of the house.

The heat from the morning sun made the top floor
dining room and kitchen too hot and privacy was also
a concern from the busy street front.

With most of the hard surfaces in place, the challenge
was to work around existing levels and provide some
inspiration to a very dull and heavily constructed area.
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THE SOLUTION

The theme of the design was created as modern, low
maintenance and eco friendly.

The main issue needing to be addressed was the
morning sun's heat that enters the home's upper level.

Ritz Exterior Design elevated the garden beds in the
front courtyard and planted advanced Pyrus Nivalis
that would grow to provide some shade as well as privacy.

The installation of wires for the jasmine creeper to
grow onto also assists in providing shade to the brick
wall of the home and windows.

The second consideration was the water
consumption from the verge and internal lawn areas
as well as the lack of sunlight in the front courtyard
making it difficult for the lawn to grow."Regal grass”,
or artificial turf with aluminium link edging, provided

an interesting shape on the verge while simultaneously
eliminating ongoing maintenance and watering.

All grasses and succulents planted are low water
use, the reticulation system is a sub-surface drip
system and soils have been conditioned to the Water
Corporations' waterwise recommended standards.

Timber decking was substituted with Oz Deck, a
recycled plastic faux timber decking, which doesn’t
require any ongoing maintenance.

The water feature was custom built from stainless
steel. It was pressed in sections and built into the brick
retainer wall with LED lights installed into the trough.
This provided a shimmer up onto the retainer walls,
which were treated with a polished plaster product.

The lighting and shimmer from the water feature
provides great effect when dining upstairs.






